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aunt MAI’S BUDGET. 


questions. 

,• • • Of the Vegetable Kingdom does the Oak 

JZXSZ* which is 

^ - y choose for 

their type or badge ? ; j s there any other 

What does the word “ root mean • * 

WhlfdW people first begin to study roots, and what use 

did they make of them ? , . ., , 

Can you tell me anything about Greece r W here is it, and 

who was the great law-giver to the Greeks r 
Can you tell me which of our poets says 

“ Little flower . . . if I could but understand 
What you are, root and all, and all in all, 

T - U /> * 1 1 1r m mi? nrVi o f H H TT1 ^ H IS f 


Children can join this class by paying an entrance fee of 
i/- to Miss P. Allen, Iledon, Bonchurch, I. of W. 

The members, so far, are Winifred Grice, Marjorie Halford, 
Janet Brooke, Harry B. Ward, Fitzhenry Powell, Margaret 
Bulley, Cicely and Audrey de Freville, Daisy Hume, Lorn a 
Lawrence, Grace Lawrence, Cicely Foster, R. Murray Thomp- 
son, Edith Samuel, May Lewes, Mary C. Ashwell, Edith M. 
Ashwell, Esther Mac Neil, Dorothea, Eric and Paul Steinthal, 
Vera Dawson, Susan H. Venables, Daisy Armstrong, Dorothy 
Yeo, Iole H. MacDonnell, Georgina and Jessie M. Smith, 
Edmee Manning, Rhoda Goddard, Phyllis Murray, Hope 
Mirrless, Lettice, M. Pumphrey. 

Answers have been received from the following members, 
to whom marks have been awarded, viz.: (highest number 

0f ”!> a i, rk i S i- gi rf n are 6 J— Mar garet Bulley, 6 ; Iole Mac Donnell, 
5 ; Phyllis Murray, 6 ; Marjorie Halford, 5 ; Dorothy Yeo 3. 


BOOKS. 


Brushwork far the Kindergarten, by Mrs. Rowland Hill (Newmann 
and Co -.5J ; ) Many mothers and governesses will hail with delight Mrs. 
Rowland Hill's book about Brushwork. Anyway it makes a dark saying 
luminous ; everyone may now understand what “ Brushwork ” means We 
be ^ve that Mrs. H.ll has done all that is possible in the way of conveying 

u "“V* thr0U ^ h a P rmted medium, and we are very grateful to her. 
But the book must be used as the author proposes-as hints to the teacher 
not as “ copies for the child. We think we have had these very “ blue- 
bells” sent in as P.R.S. Brushwork. Now Mrs. Hill’s object, if we rightly 
understand her most instructive introduction, is to offer a suggestion to 
the teacher as to how the child may be led to present actual blue-bells. 
“ An art six thousand years old concedes the author, and we rejoice! 
It is absurd to present as a bran-new invention the form of pictorial art 
practised by the most artistic races of the past, and of the present. 

The value of the work is enhanced by a letter from Mr. Alma Tadema, 
R.A., from which we quote the last paragraph “ I have seen refinement 
of lines in the drawings of insects, flowers and plants, and especially 
tendrils, in the work of some Japanese artists equalled by no others ; in 
fact with the brush an artist is, as we call it, ‘ capable of giving life to a 
line * Equality can be obtained with the brush which cannot be obtained 
with a non -elastic instrument, and therefore it stands to reason that I look 
forward to the time when all teaching of drawing shall be done w r ith the 
brush; and, as you are teaching in that way, you have all my sympathy 
and best wishes for your success.” 

Miss Kett’s Brushwork Course (three parts, 6 d. each, New r mann & Co.) 
is extremely ingenious and suggestive, but perhaps a little too much 
methodised ; still it w r ould be most useful to teachers who have not Mrs. 
Hill’s more artistic production. 

hirst Lessons in Hand and Eye T ranting, by Gustav Kalf (New r mann & 
Co , $s.) Those mothers and teachers who wish to carry on Froebel’s system 
will find great help in this volume where definite work is arranged for each 
year of school life, from the age of six to eleven. Cork and pea work, 
paper work, cardboard work, even woodwork, are all very definitely and 
capably treated ; indeed, the too great definiteness, the tendency to 
systematize, is perhaps the fault we should find with the book. 

Is it too late to recommend Messrs. Philip & Son’s War Map of China , 
Corea, and Japan? There is no better way of teaching geography than 
by sticking up these “current” Maps in the dining-room (not in the 
school-room), and letting the children explore and know all about them. 

We have received for review, The Life a?td Letters of Charles Darwin , 
edited by his son, Francis Darwin (Murray, 7/^)* We are very grateful to 
the publishers for condescending to the needs of people of limited means 
who yet prefer to possess and not to borrow their books. Ihis i^ nota ) a 
book to possess ; every bit as valuable for ordinary use as the big biograp iy, 
and, if it were only for the autobiographical chapter, with the notice 
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books. 


D,™in's childhood and 'sacondlrf ^ter^j 

may .Link, as ha. been wen js , moment, but there 

oat of foeas, and contmnes oat of fee ^ ^ [han by looking on through 
is probably no better way o » * tion 0 f “ evolution.” Anyway, it is 

the medium of these pages at the e sweet and modes t, so 

good to spend hours in the company of a 

genial and sincere. -n., YMnrrav 6s.) It was a little sad, 

Ivar the Viking, by Paul du Cha.llu Murray ^ in our 

after Professor Max Muller had but must look 

Aryan descent, to be taught that we wer ,, } d . that an d 

for hints of our origin in Lithuan.an ' middens. W e had got , 

now M du Chaillu has another shock in store for us. It appears we are nor 
even Saxons, but, perhaps, it is some glory to be proved Norsemen come of 
the Vikings. To prove this is the object of the Author s most instructive 
but not less delightful romance. Hitherto the Vikings have been amongst 
the immensities for us, a great name unattached to any very clear ideas, 
but here, we go in and out among them, and find ourselves at home. We 
congratulate M de Chaillu on the happy way in which he has caught the 
grand simplicity of these — will he let us say — semi -barbarians. Parents 
and teachers will rejoice in a romance that illuminates a very dim page of 
history. 

Aunt Mai' s Budget. We cannot refrain from giving our readers the 
benefit of this “ appreciation ” taken from a newspaper cutting which came 
to us: The British Weekly says, “the Editor of Aunt Mai's Budget , 
Mrs. Steiuthal, is one of the best living writers for children. ” We think 
ourselves, that no such annual for children has appeared since we elders 
mourned over the demise of Aunt Judy' s Magazine . 

The Friendship of Nature, by Mabel Osgood Wright (Macmillan & 
Co., 6s.) This is a very graceful and delightful little year-book of nature. 
You follow the procession of the seasons in the most joyous way, the note 
of each month is struck with unfailing accuracy and sympathy, and if one 
reads of bobolinks instead of thrushes, why, that is a part of the American 
crispness which we enjoy. John Burroughs has proved that the Selbornian 
naturalist is at home in America, and Miss Osgood Wright follows close 
in the steps of that most fascinating writer. We doubt if we have ever seen 
a more perfectly dainty get-up than that with which Messrs. Macmillan 
have graced this charming little gift-book. 

The Scottish Songstress , La?ohne Baroness Nairne , by her great 

& Ferrier> IJ-) Many of our readers ' vh ° lov * the 
hosDitalitv «f R Ca \ a P T ny ° thers wh ° know something of the delightful 
Sit Z % '* Wl 1 take pleasure in this graceful memento. 

Tee (George Hell if °\° k f ° r y ° ung women and girls, by Eleanor 
love marSl a ’ ^ TreatS ° f every-day topics, dress, 

E’amE Tiff’ Tr in a Practica1 ’ Simple way. and is a book 

Thoughts regarding" 7* ' antagc ’ put int ? the hands of her servants. 

various'sources by the Rev \ T Animals ' collected from 

’ by the Rev. J. h re wen Moor (Simpkin & Co.) In these 
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days when the attitude of thoughtful neonle is on f„n 

towards their humbler fellow-creatureo on t f c reverent attention 

extract gives the gist wilT Z H ’ speculatl0n - of w hich the following 
extract gives the gist will be of keen interest to many readers •« Some 

here are when they observe the innate power of our dumb fellow-creatures 

their intelligence, and the noble and generous qualities which they often 

show who are led to think that for them, too, there may be reserved a 

world beyond he grave : that there may be perhaps a germ of truth in the 

belief of the poor untutored Indian,- of whom the poet speaks, who 

dreams of happy hunting grounds of the future, 

And thinks, admitted to the equal sky, 

His faithful dog shall bear him company.” 

The 1 raining of Girls for Work, by Edith A. Barnett (London, 
Macmillan and Co., %s. 6d.). Part of this admirable book appeared in 
last year’s Parents' Review , and excited much interest. Miss Barnett 
has fortunately been persuaded to publish her articles, together with other 
relevant matter, in book form. We are grateful to the author for her 
kindly reference to the Parents' Review in her Preface, and would urge 
our mothers to purchase this book, and keep it on their bookshelves next 
to “ Mothers and Sons.” Miss Barnett talks excellent sense. She deals 
with such subjects as health, schools, w r ages and marriage, and — as one 
reviewer tersely puts it— she expresses opinions which, although to some 
they may seem “advanced,” really are the outcome of a courageous 
facing of facts, and an absence of all prejudice. . . . We wish every 
mother in England agreed with Miss Barnett, but before that happens 
many books will be written, and many speeches made. Meanwhile we 
trust that Miss Barnett’s book will have a wide circulation.” We copy 
the opinion of a critic who has judged the book entirely on its own merits, 
lest our readers should accuse us of undue partiality in recommending 
them to read Miss Barnett’s suggestive and able book. 

The Life of Christ for Little Children , by Margaret Egerton (Simpkin, 
Marshall, Hamilton, Kent and Co., is.) This little book was put into the 
hands of a girl of ten, who when she had read it through, exclaimed “that’s 
the nicest life of Jesus Christ I have read. I am sure all children will 
like it.” The reviewer entirely agrees with the opinion of the youthful 
critic. It is clear, simple, and full of sympathy, faith, and reverence for 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Miss Egerton’s concluding words are: “And 
ever since then, men and women and children have worked and died for 
that Faith, that the world might grow holier and nearer to God. And 
we must work, too, each in our own place ; that when Jesus comes again 
He may find the world ready for Him : not as in those sad days of old, 
when ‘He came unto His own, and His own received Him not. 
cordially recommend this book. 

“ Bo-Peep," published by Cassell and Company, will prove, as usual, 
most attractive to the little ones. The print is excellent, and the poetry 
especially suitable for an easy lesson, whilst the pictures are everything 
that could be desired. Many a rainy afternoon will prove an enjoyable 
time with this book, when otherwise nurse might find it an arduous task to 
keep all her charges happy. 


